Events Calendar
Thursday, 14 April 2022
• Inside the Railings: A Portrait of Life within the Public Record Office of Ireland
• Beyond 2022, National Archives (Ireland), Courts Service

Wednesday, 4 May 2022
• Archives and Memory, North and South
• Presented by Public Record Office of Northern Ireland with Beyond 2022 and National Archives (Ireland)

Tuesday, 26 May 2022
• Conservation Conversation: Unlocking the Past — Preserving the Future
• Presented by The National Archives (UK) with National Archives (Ireland) and
Department for Communities, Public Record Office Northern Ireland (PRONI)

The PROI Search Room in 1914 showing Herbert Wood (far right) and
D.A. Chart (second from the right), later the first deputy keeper of PRONI
Credit: National Archives (Ireland), Mills Album, 1914.

Monday, 27–Thursday 30 June 2022
• Public release of the Virtual Record Treasury of Ireland
• Research Showcase — Humanities, Technology and the Arts
• Building the Virtual Record Treasury of Ireland: Scope, Scale and Transformations
• Reverberations: Memory, Art and Archives
• Screening of new artwork by Mairéad McClean, Decade of Centenaries Artist in Residence, on the centenary
of the Four Courts blaze

Exhibition
The National Archives is working with the Irish Architectural Archive (IAA) to curate an exhibition of architectural
drawings and elevations of the Public Record Office of Ireland held in the National Archives, alongside
photographs of the innovative archival building, before and after the destruction; and contemporary photographs
of the reconstructed Record House which is now the Court of Appeal held by the IAA.

‘Writers’. The copying staff
of the Public Record Office
of Ireland, 1914.
Credit: National Archives
(Ireland), Mills Album, 1914.
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After the Battle: A National Army soldier in the ruined Search Room examines
equipment used by the Anti-Treaty garrison to make munitions.
Credit: National Library of Ireland.
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Thursday, 14 April 2022, 19.00 – 20.15

Inside the Railings
A Portrait of Life within the Public Record Office of Ireland
An evening of readings and pictures, live from the Appeal Court (formerly the Reading Room
of the former Public Record Office), marking the centenary of the occupation of the Four Courts.

Participants
The Hon Mr. Justice Donal O’Donnell, Chief Justice
Zoë Reid, Keeper, Public Services and Collections, National Archives (Ireland)
Ciarán Wallace, Deputy Director, Beyond 2022 | Virtual Record Treasury of Ireland
Shona Gibson and Maeve Bradley, the Lir National Academy of Dramatic Art

About

Members of the Anti-Treaty garrison on the parapet of the Four Courts, April-June 1922.
Credit: Courtesy of Kilmainham Gaol Museum / OPW and Eitne O’Brien McKeown

‘The place swarmed with very
young boys, some as young as
fifteen. … Rifles were clicked and
rattled while everyone laughed
and joked and made merry.’

One hundred years ago, on the evening of Holy Thursday 1922, Anti-Treaty forces occupied the Four
Courts and the Public Record Office of Ireland. Ten weeks later, the stand-off ended with the Battle
of the Four Courts – the opening engagement of the Civil War. Three days of fighting between the
National Army and the Anti-Treaty garrison (28–30 June 1922) left many dead and wounded. The Four
Courts lay in ruins and centuries of historic records were destroyed. While incomparable with the loss
of human life, this cultural loss was one of the great tragedies of the Civil War.
On the centenary of the occupation of the Four Courts, Inside the Railings gives a flavour of ordinary
life in and around this busy part of the city – before the fighting and the smoke obscured them from
public memory.
Before its destruction, the Four Courts was a bustling location in the city, where staff, residents and the
public went about their daily lives. Through a selection of short talks, rarely-seen photographs, and
engaging eyewitness accounts, Inside the Railings portrays life in earlier decades, and during the ten
tense weeks of the occupation.
A partnership of the Beyond 2022 research programme, the National Archives (Ireland) and
Courts Service.

– Clare Sheridan In Many Places (1923) on the
garrison at the Four Courts in late June 1922.
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Tuesday, 4 May 2022, 19.00 – 20.15

Archives and Memory, North and
South

‘It is possible for [a Record Office] to be merely
a store, passively receiving such documents as
come to it, or to become a means of gathering
information and collating knowledge, of making
access easy by lucid arrangement and the
provision of well-planned indexes.’
— D.A. Chart, first Deputy Keeper of PRONI, 1925.

As the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI) approaches its own centenary
(2023), this panel explores PRONI’s early history and the potential to reconstruct lost
archives through deepening collaboration.
Participants
Janet Hancock, Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (moderator)
Stephen Scarth, Acting Keeper of the Records, Public Record Office of Northern Ireland
Tim Murtagh, Beyond 2022 Archival Discovery Research Fellow at PRONI
Nigel Johnston, Archivist, National Archives (Ireland)

About
Founded in 1923, in the aftermath of the Four Courts fire, the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland
(PRONI) has worked since its inception to build collections that compensate for the losses of 1922—
materials that tell the story of present-day Northern Ireland, the province of Ulster and of Ireland
generally since the sixteenth century. Working in partnership with Beyond 2022, PRONI is now leading
in an attempt to reconstruct one of the largest collections destroyed in 1922: the records of the Chief
Secretaries of Ireland from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. This initiative draws strength from a
deepening collaboration between archives in Belfast and Dublin, as well as major repositories in Britain.
In Archives North and South, we hear about the creation and evolution of PRONI, and the scale and
significance of PRONI’s pre-1900 collections relating to the Chief Secretaries of Ireland. We will also
learn about a major strategic project at the National Archives (Ireland) to preserve and catalogue the
nineteenth-century Chief Secretary’s Office Registered Papers, which fortunately were not in the Four
Courts in 1922. The panel will explore how the Four Courts fire has shaped archives and memory, both
north and south, in the century since 1922.
A Beyond 2022 partnership event presented by the Department for Communities, Public Record Office
Northern Ireland (PRONI) with the National Archives (Ireland). Hosted by the Trinity Long Room Hub Arts
and Humanities Research Institute.
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Defensive map of
Dublin Castle, made in
the months before the
1798 Rebellion. (PRONI,
Castlereagh Papers,
D3030/116E).
Image courtesy of the
Public Record Office
of Northern Ireland.
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Thursday, 26 May 2022, 19.00–20.15

Conservation Conversation

Conservation work undertaken on
an original patent (C 149/64) issued
by the Irish Chancery in 1637, now
held at The National Archives (UK).

Unlocking the Past – Preserving the Future
Leading conservators from the Core Partner institutions within the Beyond 2022
research programme discuss the challenge of safeguarding historical documents and
show how extraordinary new technologies are unlocking information once thought to
be irrecoverable.
Participants
Pip Wilcox, Head of Research, The National Archives UK (moderator)
Dr Lucia Pereira Pardo, Senior Conservation Scientist, The National Archives (UK)
Zoë Reid, Keeper, Public Services and Collections, National Archives (Ireland)
Jessica Baldwin, Beyond 2022 Project Conservator at the National Archives (Ireland)
Sarah Graham, Head of Conservation, Public Record Office of Northern Ireland

About this event
‘The fire left little but tangled iron work, blocks of masonry, mason rubbish and the charred fragments
and ashes of what had once been Public Records.’ This was how the Deputy Keeper of the Public
Records of Ireland described the aftermath of the fire of 1922. A century later, extraordinary advances
in conservation techniques are helping researchers retrieve information from parchment and paper
records once thought beyond repair.
This event brings together for the first time the conservation teams from the Core Partner institutions
within the Beyond 2022 research programme. These leading conservators and heritage scientists,
working at the forefront of their disciplines, discuss the challenges of unlocking the past. Using novel
investigative techniques and established methods they will discuss the conservation of a selection
of parchment and paper records dating back as early as the thirteenth century. The conversation
will showcase the vital role of conservation in protecting our shared heritage and preserving these
precious records for future generations.
A Beyond 2022 partnership event presented by The National Archives UK with the National Archives
(Ireland) Public Record Office of Northern Ireland and the Irish Manuscripts Commission. Hosted by the
Trinity Long Room Hub Arts and Humanities Research Institute.
Supported by Dublin Port Company.

‘The Records in the Public
Record Office were, I fear, almost
completely destroyed in the recent
fire at the Four Courts.
It is regretted that the search
required by you is not now possible,
and I cannot yet say to what extent
the Records have been saved.’
9 August 1922
From the Assistant Keeper of Records, PROI, to an American genealogical enquirer,
New York City. NAI, PRO 2/6/1922
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